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"Public education is the responsibility of the state...The Illinois 
Constitution of 1970 states, "The State shall provide for an efficient 
system of high-quality public education and services." The constitution 
also requires that there shall be a State Board of Education, but 
leaves it up to the General Assembly to determine the nature of the 
State Board and establish its powers. 

To carry out this constitutional mandate, the Illinois General Assembly 
enacted a body of laws known as the Illinois School Code. That statute 
prescribes how public education works and what shall and what shall 
take place in the public schools. The courts have held that the General 
Assembly has absolute power over education, subject to limits 
established by federal and state constitutions...

It is impractical, of course, for the General Assembly to formulate 
policy for each local school district. The General Assembly instead 
created local school boards. Thus, the local school board is an agency 
of the state that is delegated much of state's sovereign power with 
respect to public education.... 

The local school board is subject to regulation both by laws enacted by 
the legislature and by the promulgated rules of the Illinois State 
Board of Education, otherwise known as ISBE...

The local school board is the vehicle through which the will and 
aspirations of the people are translated into educational programs and 
educational services upon the local board rest responsibility for the 
local school system. This is basic to the principle of the American 
public school education.”  
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